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mental artistic folk, to whom lie generally opposes
respectable citizens of conventional ideas. This is true
of Design for Living in which two artists, having shared
in turn the favours of a lady, combine together when she
leaves them and take her away from the humdrum
individual she has married. It is amoral and highly
entertaining. Moreover Coward contrives to. invest
these brittle creations of his fancy with reality, at least
while they are on the stage. These are not profound
plays and we had grown accustomed to labelling him as a
deft, but rather trivial playwright, whose vogue would
quickly pass, when he surprised everyone by producing a
charming, romantic musical play, Bitter Sweet, with a
frankly sentimental love-story. He followed it with
Cavalcade, of which patriotism is the dominant note.
In both plays the products of jazz civilisation took some
shrewd blows, and critics, unable to reconcile sentiment
and patriotism with the previous work of Noel Coward,
whispered that he was a mere opportunist, who had
cleverly provided what was most acceptable to people who
had struggled clear of the war and were now encountering
the full force of the world-wide financial depression. Any
dramatist of a satirical turn of mind is entitled to write
with his tongue in his cheek. But Coward is a man, not
a monkey whose cheek pouches will hold a dozen nuts
and a corresponding cubical content of tongue. "No
playwright, who has a living to earn, can be blamed for
writing a play which is likely to attract rather than repe!
and Coward doubtless did so. But there is no reason on
that account to question his sincerity. And there can be
no doubt at all of the depth of feeling behind Post-Mortem,
a thoughtful and ingenious study of the disillusionment of
an officer killed in the war, who returns to see how far the
world has profited by the sacrifice of millions of lives.
This and two plays of the trenches. Journey's End by
R. C. Sheriff and The White Chateau by the late Reginald
Berkeley, together with The Likes of JEr by Charles